
LESSON PREP 
The story of Genesis 
continues through 
Isaac, the child born to 
Abraham and Sarah in 
their old age. Following 
the death of Sarah, 
Abraham sets his 
attention to finding a 
suitable wife for his 
son. He enlists the  
services of his  
unnamed chief servant 
to return to the land 
from which he came 
and find the right 
spouse for Isaac. As 
we read the story of the 
servant’s mission, we 
see God’s sovereign 
hand working and  
discover transferable 
principles that can be 
applied to answering 
the same questions 
many college-age 
people ask today: Who 
should I marry? How 
do I find this person? 

PRE LG Text  
MESSAGE  
QUESTIONS 
Want to find the right 
person to marry some-
day? You’ll want to join 
our discussion tonight. 

SCRIPTURE 
MEMORIZATION 
Song of Solomon 5:5b  

1ON1 FOLLOW UP 
Discuss what you think 
makes a good marriage 
work on a daily basis. 
(Trust, Communication, 
Ability to Resolve 
Conflict, etc.) What 
areas do you need to 
grow in as an individual 
in order to bring these 
qualities into a 
marriage someday?

CHOOSING YOUR MATE 
GENESIS 24

INTRODUCTION 
If you choose to get married, that decision will be the second most significant choice you make on 
earth—next only to whether or not you will follow Jesus. It’s probably a decision you have already 
thought about a good deal, even if you feel many years from being ready to get married. 

• What are the top four or five qualities you are looking for in a marriage partner?  
• What qualities did you list as most important? What qualities did you have in common with others in 

our group? 
• How is your list similar to or different from what society values? 

Read Genesis 24. 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: God takes great interest in the relationships of his people. After all, 
marriage was his idea in the first place. Let’s see how God worked in Isaac’s life to lead him to 
choose the right person. I think you’ll find encouragement and insight into God’s work and 
leading in your own life and relationships. 

1. God prepares us to “leave the nest” in his time 

• Isaac was at least 37 years old at this point. How tough do you think it was for him to wait until that 
age to get married? 

• How did God use Abraham to indicate the right time for Isaac to get married? Do you think having a 
parent’s affirmation of when and whom you will marry has any merit today, in your life? Why or why 
not? 

• How does the initial instruction on marriage in Genesis 2:24 apply to Isaac? Why is leaving your 
father and mother a vital step to you having a healthy marriage? What impact does it have on a 
marriage when this instruction is ignored? 

2. God desires us to share similar core values 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: As God prepares us to be married, he will lead us to someone who 
shares the same fundamental values—particularly in regards to our relationship with Christ. 

• Why was Abraham so insistent that his servant not select a wife for his son Isaac from the women 
of Canaan, a group of   who did not fear God? How might this speak to your life today? 

• When Abraham asked the servant to get Isaac’s wife from his own country and relatives, what core 
values would they have likely shared? 

• The passage says that Rebekah was a virgin. Why would purity be a favorable quality in a lifelong 
partner? What about a person who has sex before marriage? 

3. God wants us to seek his leading 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: In the process of any budding relationship, God does not leave us 
alone. Nor does God want us to leave him alone but to instead seek regularly his will and guid-
ing hand in prayer. 

• What did Abraham believe about God’s leading in finding the right woman for his son to marry, 
based on what Genesis 24:7 says? 

• How long did the servant have to wait for an answer to his prayer? How long have you waited for 
your prayers to be answered? Is it easier or tougher to wait for God’s answers in the area of dating 
and marriage than in other areas? Explain. 

APPLICATION 
• Do you ever struggle trusting God’s timing in your life regarding when you’ll get married? How can 

you learn from Isaac’s story to trust God’s timing? What might happen if you rush God’s timing for 
getting married?




