
LESSON PREP 
Out of all the people on the 
earth, God chose one man, 
Abram, and his family to 
bless as his nation and to 
be a blessing to all the 
peoples of the earth.   
Genesis helps us journey 
through history by focusing 
on the life of Abraham, as 
he would come to be 
known, and his responses 
to God’s direction in his 
life. Just like many of us, 
Abraham walked with God 
yet also seemed to walk 
away from God at times. In 
this lesson, your students 
will consider the            
importance of learning to 
hear God’s call and       
responding with a heart of 
obedience. 

As many of your students 
are working through a   
season of their life where 
they are trying to discern 
and follow God’s unique 
calling on their life, we will 
focus our look at what God 
reveals about himself 
through his direction to 
Abraham—and through 
Abraham’s response. 

PRE LG Text  
MESSAGE  
QUESTIONS 
• Wondering what God’s 

calling is for your life? 
Don’t miss our discus-
sion tonight. 

• Why is Abraham hon-
ored by Christians, 
Jews, and Muslims? 
Come find out more 
about him tonight at 
small group. 

SCRIPTURE 
MEMORIZATION 
Ephesians 5:1-2 

1ON1 FOLLOWUP 

FOLLOWING GOD’S CALL 
GENESIS 11:27-25:11 

INTRODUCTION 
We’re going to start with an activity that you’ve probably done before—maybe you haven’t tried this in 
many years. Form a circle, and I will whisper a message to the first person on my left, who will whis-
per to the next person, and then it’ll go around the circle until the last person hears the message and 
shares what they heard. Then I’ll share the original statement to see how close we got. Does every-
one understand? 

About sixty codfish eggs will make a quarter pound of very fizzy jelly and a quart jar of oil 
mixed with zinc oxide makes a very bright paint. 

• How did you do? Did any of you get frustrated or find yourself confused? Why or why not? 
• What if God delivered his messages to you like this? 

1. God’s call begins with God (Genesis 12:1-8) 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: We’re introduced to Abram in Genesis 11 as the son of Terah, who lived in 
the land of Ur and was married to Sarai, who was barren and had no children. Then something amaz-
ing happens. 

• Why do you think God choose to call Abram? Could Abram have ignored God? 
• Was Abram seeking a “calling,” or did God seek him out? How do you think this compares to the 

way most Christians think about God’s calling? 
• How many of you are planners—you like to know where you’re going and what you’re doing? How 

would you feel hearing God’s instructions, “Leave your country; go to the land that I will show you”? 
How would you respond to a calling like that? 

• God reconfirmed his call to Abram multiple times, in Genesis 12, 15, 18—why? Do you find that to 
be similar today in your own life? Why or why not? 

2. God’s call never requires moral compromise (Genesis 12:10-20; 15:1–16:16; 20:1–21:21) 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: God chose Abram and his descendants and called them to a land he had 
specially prepared. But the Bible shows us the repeated failures of Abram as he ignored God’s provi-
sion, protection, and promises to pursue this calling in his own resourcefulness. 

• When Abram faced a famine in the land, was his decision morally right or wrong? Why? 
• Read Genesis 15:6. What made Abram righteous? What makes us right before God? 
• In Genesis 20, we see how Abraham—who’d been given a new name by now—compromised when 

he meets Abimelech. This was not a new pattern for Abraham. Why do we all seem to have areas 
of moral compromise where we continually struggle—and why is each person’s area unique? 

3. God’s call requires obedience, even when it doesn’t make sense (Genesis 22) 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: God’s calling prevails despite Abraham’s lapses in judgment and faith. 
Sometimes God allows circumstances to enter our path that seem to be in conflict with the call and 
direction we have received from the Lord. Let’s look at this situation in Abraham’s life because seeing 
God’s call on Abraham’s life can help us understand God and how he gives direction in our own lives. 

• What might Genesis 22:1 reveal to us as readers that Abraham did not know when God gave him 
these instructions? Why do you think this comment is included in Scripture? 

• What do you think was going through Abraham’s mind as they traveled toward Moriah those three 
days? 

• What do you think was going through Isaac’s mind when he asked about the missing lamb for their 
sacrifice? What was he thinking when his dad bound him and placed him on top of the altar they 
had built? 

APPLICATION 
How have you heard God call you? What instruction have you been given? What do you do when you 
don’t know God’s direction in your life? 


