
LESSON PREP 
The Apostle Paul’s first 
missionary journey made 
its mark and saw God do 
amazing things. In this 
lesson, students will hone 
in on the boldness that 
Paul and his companions 
had on their missionary  
adventure. Your group will 
then discuss how to have 
that same boldness now. 
This will be an opportune 
time to help participants 
remember Jesus’  
promise in Acts 1:8—that 
the disciples would be 
given power and that 
they’d be witnesses to the 
ends of the earth. Many 
young adults treat the 
gospel like a mere opin-
ion. The good news of 
Jesus is not an opinion; it 
is the saving power for 
everyone that believes. 
When properly under-
stood, the message 
moves us toward confi-
dent action. Through this 
lesson, students will be 
guided toward responding 
to the gospel by sharing 
the message with others. 

PRE LG TEXT  
MESSAGE QUESTIONS 

Ever wondered what the 
earliest Christian mission-
aries encountered? 
Tonight we’re checking it 
out. 

SCRIPTURE 
MEMORIZATION 
1 John 3:14  

1ON1 FOLLOW UP 
Do two by twos this week,  
and/or some other form of 
evangelism this week.

GOD’S MISSION THROUGH US 
ACTS 13:1-14:20

INTRODUCTION 
• What are you passionate about, and why?  
• Give us two examples of things you’re indifferent about. What would it take to transform your indif-

ference into passion—or is that even possible? Explain. 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: For a Christ-follower, sharing the gospel is a source of joy and satis-
faction. We have the opportunity to help other people experience an incredible, life-changing 
relationship with Christ. We can be passionate about the gospel and the truth that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Read through Acts 13:1-14:20 

1. God wants you to have bold, passionate belief 

• What’s the difference between belief and opinion? 
• What makes a person believe in the gospel with passion? Why is passion important when sharing 

the good news of Jesus with others? 
• Why would a Christian treat the gospel as a matter of indifference? Why are some Christians ner-

vous about having a conversation about Jesus with non-Christians? 
• Listen to the following statement: “An opinion never converted anyone. If you want to see lives 

changed, cling to the gospel like it is the only hope. See it as a life raft for a sinking world. See it as 
a way out of a burning building. See it as the only spring of water in an arid desert.” Do you agree 
or disagree, and why? 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: We need to be bold disciples who are passionate about God’s grace. 
People are drawn to boldness and passion because those things reflect our authenticity and 
our changed lives. A guilt trip won’t make us bold—daily reflecting on our need for a Savior 
and God’s provision in Christ will cause us to be bold and passionate. 

2. God desires that people might know him 

• In this passage, what are the two kinds of responses people had to the gospel? 
• Why do some people seem to be indifferent toward the message of Jesus? 
• Think about two of your friends, relatives, neighbors, or co-workers that don’t know God. Have you 

clearly told them about God and the gospel? If so, how did that go? If not, what holds you back 
from doing so? 

• What is our part in seeing people come to faith in Christ? What is God’s part? 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: The pressure is off—ultimately you cannot cause anyone to come to 
faith in Christ. All you can do is plant seeds, water them, and pray for God to grow them. Think 
about all the seeds you’ve been sowing in the lives of your friends, co-workers, family mem-
bers, and fellow students. You’re playing your part; God is the one who brings people to faith. 

3. God desires to empower you for mission 

• Look back at the promise Jesus gave at the very beginning of Acts. How does our passage from 
today’s conversation relate to the fulfillment of that promise? 

• Look at 13:1-6. In this passage we get a glimpse of a first century Christian prayer meeting. What 
emerges from the time of prayer is mission. What is the relationship between prayer and mission? 
How does prayer reveal, define, and clarify our mission—both as individuals and as a group of 
Christ-followers? 

APPLICATION 
How can you develop greater passion for sharing the good news of Jesus?




