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LIFETOGETHER

GOD  /  WORD

LESSON PREP 
It happened, what Jesus told 
his disciples would happen. 
He died a bloody death, on a 
cross, between thieves. It 
wasn’t pretty. In this lesson, 
your students will examine 
this apparent tragedy to dis-
cover what it truly was: the 
fatal blow to Satan, sin, and 
death—it was God’s victory. 
This lesson will also explore 
what this victory means for 
us. Some of your students 
might have emotional reac-
tions to vivid images of Je-
sus’ crucifixion. You cannot 
tiptoe around the cross, but it 
is important to be sensitive. 
Ultimately, the cross is not 
something to be afraid of or 
timid about; it is actually 
something we can boast in 
(Galatians 6:14). Your stu-
dents need to understand 
that the cross is the symbol 
and reality of divine suffer-
ing, but also of divine love. 
This lesson can help them 
be challenged and inspired 
as they come to a new 
awareness not just of the 
depth of their sin but the im-
mensity of God’s great love 
for us! 

PRE LG TEXT MESSAGE 
QUESTIONS 
Want to know why the cross 
is so central to the Christian 
faith? We’ll talk about it as a 
group tonight. 

How can a gruesome event 
produce beautifully changed 
lives? Find out more tonight 
when our group meets.  

SCRIPTURE  
MEMORIZATION 
1 Corinthians 1:18 

1ON1 FOLLOWUP 
What are some different 
ways the Cross can bring 
meaning to your life? Ex-
plore the ideas of death/suf-
fering/love/sacrifice. 

JESUS DIED FOR A REASON 
MARK 15:21-41

INTRODUCTION  
• Has someone ever paid a bill for you or covered your ticket for a concert or movie, when they 

didn’t owe you anything? How did that feel? 
• Has someone ever given you a gift that was totally undeserved? What was it, and what was 

that experience like? 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Today we are looking at the core of the Christian faith: Jesus’ 
crucifixion. What we will come to see by the end of our conversation is that while the 
cross may seem like something to be ashamed of, it is truly a reason to rejoice. 

Read 1 John 2:3-17 together. 

1. Jesus truly died. 
• Why do you think the soldiers, passers-by, and priests mocked Jesus? What do you think is 

within a person to make them do this? What part of a person do you think has to be cold and 
indifferent to do something like this? 

• What are some words you would use to summarize Jesus’ death on the cross? 
• What emotions are stirred up in you as you read this passage? Sadness? Gratefulness? 

Doubt? Bitterness? 
• Why is it so significant that we know that Jesus, who was fully God and fully man, died? 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: There is no getting around it: The cross is gruesome. Initially it’s 
repulsive because it is a picture of a man dying a bloody and tortuous death that he did 
not deserve. But as we come to understand the depth of the cross, it becomes something 
to be thankful for, even boast in, according to Galatians 6:14. 

2.  Jesus died in our place. 
• Read Ephesians 2:1-3 together. What does this tell us about our condition prior to coming to 

faith in Jesus? 
• Read Romans 6:23 and Ephesians 2:4-9. According to these passages, what role does God 

play in our salvation? 
• Read Ephesians 2:13-18. What word or idea do you see repeated in these verses? What does 

this tell us about our need for Jesus? 
• The cross shows that we are messed up beyond belief, but it also shows that we are loved 

beyond belief. What emotions or thoughts does this truth provoke? 
APPLICATION 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: The cross means death for Christ but acceptance into God’s 
arms for us. But even more significantly, it means that Jesus once and for all dealt Satan, 
sin, and death a fatal blow. What Christ did on the cross has to express itself in our lives. 
A transformed heart shows itself in a transformed life. With that in mind, we are going to 
spend the remainder of our time focusing on how to apply this to our lives. 

Ask participants to form groups of two or three for these questions. 
• How can a proper understanding of the cross affect your life? 
• If Christ accepted us while we were broken and rebellious, what are the implications for how 

we treat people we might not like—or who might not like us? 
• Why do you think it is still difficult to love our enemies even when Christ is an example for us 

and God’s Spirit lives in us? 
• We were in need, and on the cross Christ provided for us, so how should we treat those in 

need? 
• What is the riskiest thing you have done because of your faith in Jesus? Why did you do it?


