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LIFETOGETHER

GOD  /  WORD

LESSON PREP 
When you choose to base 
your identity upon the truths 
of God, your priorities 
change. Having God-cen-
tered priorities will shift 
your attention away from 
yourself and your needs, 
and toward the needs and 
concerns of God and others. 
This week will help students 
consider how the love of 
God can be motivation to 
focus their actions toward 
displaying love for God and 
others in practical ways. 

PRE LG TEXT MESSAGE 
QUESTIONS 
What barriers do you face in 
loving others? Let’s talk 
about some of these chal-
lenges as a group tonight.
Are you mending your bro-
ken relationships and help-
ing others to restore rela-
tionships? Join us for some 
great conversation tonight.

SCRIPTURE 
MEMORIZATION 
Hebrews 2:18 

1ON1 FOLLOWUP 
In your spiritual walk, where 
would you classify yourself? 
Child, Teenager, Young 
Adult, Seasoned Veteran? 
What are some things to 
bring you to greater maturity 
with God? 

LOVING THE RIGHT THING 
1 JOHN 2:3-17

INTRODUCTION  
• What motivates people? Where does motivation come from? Why is motivation important?
• How would someone describe what motivates you?\

Read 1 John 2:3-17 together.

1. Loving God means obeying God
• Look at verses 3-6. Why is obedience a form of evidence that we love and know God?
• Are you surprised by what John writes in verse 4 about people who say they know God but 

don’t obey God’s commands? Why or why not?
• In verse 6, John says we ought to live our lives like Jesus did. How did Jesus show love to oth-

ers? How can we practically follow his example?

SAY SOMETHING LIKE:  John makes it clear that those who say they live in God and live in 
the light should imitate the way Jesus lived. Love leads to obedience because it demonstrates 
devotion, it demonstrates recognition of who God truly is, and it demonstrates our desire to 
point the way to God through our lifestyle.

2. Loving God inspires you to love others
• Look at verse 7. Why does John say that this command is both old and new?  (Leviticus 19:18, 

Mark 12:30-31)
• Verses 9-11 compares a Christian who abides in light and someone who abides in darkness. 

What is the difference of these two lifestyles according to the text?
• Consider what Jesus said about loving one another: John 13:35 and John 15:12-13. What 

does it look like for us to love one another like Jesus?

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: John continues to write about loving one another in 1 John 3:11-20 
and again in chapter 4.  Over and over again John emphasizes that loving one another is a fruit 
of our love for God.  And God works in us by His spirit to desire to love one another and love 
like Him.

3. Loving God means choosing not to love the world
• World in the Greek refers to earthly riches, pleasures, and luxuries.
• We may be tempted to read into the text a narrow definition to the words used in this passage 

and simply limit lust to sexual pleasure.  However, lust of the flesh is any craving of our physi-
cal body. What else could this include along with sexual pleasure?

• How can a craving for pleasure lead us astray? What pleasures are you tempted to love more 
than God?

• What is the pride of your life? How might you be tempted to love this more than God? 
• How have you seen these three areas affect a person’s relationship with God?  
• What does James 1:13-15 teach about temptation? And its consequences?. 
• Read 1 Cor 10:13, Heb2:18, Rom 6:13, Eph. 6:13. What insight do these verses give about 

dealing with temptation in our lives?

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: This passage gives a stern warning to being cautious about what we 
love. Loving God means that you choose to love God and not the pleasure or stuff in this world. 
It’s OK to enjoy what God provides, but we should not choose earthly pleasure at the expense of 
our love for God. 

APPLICATION 
Where does the love for the things in this world compete with our love for God? 


