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LESSON PREP 
The story of the church’s 
expansion begins by 
focusing on the church’s 
Lord. In this lesson, your 
college-age participants 
will focus on Jesus’ last 
words to his disciples—his 
call for them to be his 
witnesses to “the ends of 
the earth.” We will also 
explore the significance of 
Christ’s ascension and 
what it means in everyday 
life. This week, your 
college-age participants 
will get a vivid picture of 
God’s plan and the 
heartbeat of the book of 
Acts. !
SAMPLE PRE-LG TEXT 
MESSAGE QUESTIONS 
Ever feel confused  
with what God wants? So 
did the first disciples. 
Come tonight to learn 
more. !
Wanna learn about the 
passion and explosive 
power in the early church? 
We launch an Acts study 
tonight. Come join us! !
SCRIPTURE 
MEMORIZATION 
Acts 1:7-8 !
1ON1 FOLLOWUP 
Walkthrough the times 
God has had him/her wait 
on Him. Also walkthrough 
the timings and measure 
of promises, and that even 
when God may “be late” 
He is always faithful and 
will always be. 

TRUSTWORTHY PROMISES 
ACTS 1:1-8

INTRODUCTION 
• If you could go back and be part of the earliest days of the Christian church, would you? Why 

or why not? 
• When was the last time you had to wait for something that someone had promised? How did 

the waiting affect the receiving of what had been promised? 
• Why does God sometimes have us wait? Why is waiting so difficult? !
Read Acts 1:1-8 together as a group. !
1. God promises power to be bold witnesses 
• Look at verses 4-5. What were Jesus’ command and His promise? 
• What are some of the spiritual truths and lessons we can learn through times of waiting? 
• The disciples didn’t get exactly what they had expected, but they did receive a promise, in 

verse 8. How does that promise apply to us today? 
• The Greek word for power used in verse 8 is where our word dynamite originated. How does 

seeing God’s power as a form of dynamite change the way you think about these first 
Christians? 

• Many people believe that power leads to corruption. How is the power that Jesus promised 
different from the way our culture thinks of power? 

• Is it possible for us to abuse or misuse the spiritual power God promises? Why or why not? !
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Promises can be packed with lots of potential. No doubt all of us 
have experienced a broken promise, but with God there is reason to be confident. God’s 
promises never fail, and God alone has the power to truly keep promises. God has 
promised that we will have the boldness we need to tell others about Christ, and God is 
faithful to fulfill that promise. !
2. God promises to continue his work through us. 
• Jesus’ statement was personal in that his disciples were going to be his witnesses. Have you 

ever thought of yourself as a witness to or for something? Why or why not? 
• What areas in your life you believe would hinder God working through you?  
• Is God’s power dependent on you or him? How can knowing this truth affect how you look at 

yourself and your role in being a witness? 
• The Greek word for witnesses used in verse 8 is where our word martyr originated. Later on, 

this word would get associated with Christians that were persecuted to the point of death. 
How can this background affect your understanding of what it means to be a witness for 
Jesus? 

• What would you be willing to sacrifice in our increasingly hostile environment for the absolute 
truths of the Gospel? How do you think this will change in the future? !

APPLICATION 
Spend some time praying about these areas of need throughout the rest of the week. Pray that 
God would open your eyes to those that need to hear the life-altering message of Jesus. Pray 
that God would give you the confidence to step out in faith to share his truth this week. How can 
we connect with one another during the week to encourage each other to continue in prayer?


