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LIFETOGETHER

GOD  /  WORD

LESSON PREP 
The message of God’s 
grace sits at the heart of 
the Bible. This week will 
help your students focus 
on how God’s grace inter-
vened in the Apostle Paul’s 
life and then propelled him 
toward serving the God he 
once persecuted. They’ll 
discover how God some-
times intervenes and 
changes our plans, how 
God changes our under-
standing of grace, and 
how God’s grace changes 
us. !
PRE LG TEXT MESSAGE 
QUESTIONS 
Want to know how grace 
changes us? Come join us 
for great conversation 
tonight! !
In need of God’s grace? 
Come be assured of God’s 
love. Hope to see you 
there tonight when the 
group meets! !
SCRIPTURE  
MEMORIZATION 
Hebrews 4:6 or  
2 Corinthians 12:8-9 !
1ON1 FOLLOWUP 
Ask: When was your first 
awareness of your own 
wickedness? Towards 
whom was it directed? 
What did you do about it to 
make it right? 

UNDERSTANDING GRACE 
ACTS 9:1-20

!
INTRODUCTION 
• What is the best gift you’ve ever received? What made it so memorable? 
• What is the best gift you’ve ever given? Why was it received so well? 
• What’s the difference between a paycheck and a gift? Why do we react differently to each? !
Read Acts 9:1-20 together as a group. !
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Let’s spend some time looking at the amazing account of Saul’s jour-
ney to Damascus and how Jesus truly turned his world upside down that day. !
1. God sometimes intervenes and changes our plans 
• Look through verses 1-9. What does this passage reveal about Saul? What kind of man was 

he before his encounter with Jesus? 
• Look through verses 10-20. What changed in Ananias’ life after he heard God speak to him? 
• What parallels do you see between Saul’s encounter with God and Ananias’ encounter with 

God? Why are those parallels significant? 
• Have you ever felt or sensed God redirecting you? Maybe it was a radical moment like Saul’s 

encounter, or maybe you were like Ananias and needed some encouragement and prompting. 
What did you learn from the experience? !

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: God is sovereign, and God’s plan isn’t always the same as our plan—
though God’s plan certainly is better! Scripture tells us this: “For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 
55:9). When your plan doesn’t line up with God’s plan, drop your plan and grab ahold of what 
God wants to do. !
2. God changes our understanding of grace 
• Look at verse 4. Why do you think Jesus told Saul that he was persecuting him? How was 

Saul persecuting Jesus, personally? 
• Saul seemed to have everything going for him before this event. He was a well-known reli-

gious scholar, but then he got knocked to the ground and was blinded, and he realized that he 
had been sprinting in the wrong direction. In short, God’s grace humbled him. How has God’s 
grace humbled you? You don’t have to share all the details if they’re too personal, but tell of a 
time that you gained a clearer understanding of God’s grace. 

• One thing that is evident about Saul’s life is that he seemed incredibly bold both before and 
after his encounter with Jesus. How would his experience of God’s grace affect the way his 
boldness was expressed or demonstrated? !

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: God’s grace is absolutely central to the entire Bible; if we don’t under-
stand it, we will struggle to understand God. Saul went from persecuting Christians to spreading 
the message of Christ. That transformation gave him a powerful understanding of God’s grace 
and its ability to radically change people’s lives. !
3. God’s grace changes us 
• It has been said that the gospel message itself maintains that we are more wicked than we 

dare believe but more loved than we could ever imagine. Does this bring you comfort? humble 
you? cause you to feel some other way? Explain. 

• What are some specific ways you’ve seen God’s grace demonstrated in your life, or specific 
ways you’ve changed because of God’s grace? How are you in need of God’s grace in your 
life right now? !

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: As we come to understand the grace God has extended to us through 
Christ, we are necessarily propelled to be people of grace—people of comfort, humility, warmth, 
honesty, and confidence. God’s costly grace changes us as we reflect on its cost! !!
APPLICATION 
To whom do you want or need to extend grace in your life? What specific steps can you take this 
week in that area? 


