
LESSON PREP 
Tonight’s “Win:” every 
member leaves with a 
Biblical understanding 
for Water Baptism and 
can make the decision if 
they are in need of  
being baptized if they 
have not. If they have 
already, then the win is 
that those believers 
would be able to explain 
this Biblical mandate to 
others. !
SAMPLE PRE- LG 
TEXT MESSAGE 
QUESTIONS !
Why do people get  
water-baptized? Come 
tonight and find out at 
Life Group!  !
1ON1 FOLLOWUP  
APPLICATION  
For those students who 
want to be Water Bap-
tized, give those names 
to your pastor and follow 
up to ensure the stu-
dents are on the same 
page. For those who 
already have already 
been Water Baptized, 
take the opportunity to 
discuss the commitment 
to follow Jesus and that 
in every area of their 
life…Jesus is Lord and 
center.

WATER BAPTISM 
MULTIPLE SCRIPTURES

INTRODUCTION 
“Show and Tell-College Style” Have each student talk about 1 thing which they are proud of or 
which means a lot to them. It could be a prized possession, an accomplishment, a great  
memory…as long as it is personal and extremely important/central to the person. !
SAY SOMETHING LIKE:  When we became Christians, we were immersed in the saving 
grace of Jesus Christ and were changed forever from being apart from God to now  
being accepted into God’s family. The word baptism comes from the Greek word  
“baptizo” which means to immerse or dip. Practically, to baptize a person in water means 
to put that person completely under the water, then immediately raise him or her up 
again. The person goes into the water completely dry, but emerges soaking wet. Baptism 
serves as both an example to us and to the world as to what happens in salvation. !
1. Water baptism is not Necessary for Salvation But it is important. !
Read Galatians 3:27 and Colossians 2:12 Note: baptized = immersed. Re-read these  
Scriptures and replace each time you see the word “baptized” with “immersed.” 
• What meaning about baptism can you gain from these two Scriptures?  
• Have any of you ever witnessed a water baptism? What kind of things happen that could give 

meaning to the need for baptism? (Be prepared to walkthrough a water baptism.) 
• The phrase that baptism is an “outward sign of an inward change” is used often. What does 

that mean to you and why is it used in light of the above Scriptures? 
• How can the act of water baptism mean something to the person being baptized?  
• How does water baptism demonstrate the believer’s commitment to follow Jesus? To others? !
2. Water baptism is Scriptural and normative for the believer. !
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Let’s look at some other examples of Water Baptism in the New 
Testament. There is a definite pattern in the early church where Jesus and the disciples 
used Water Baptism as a normative part of their Christian experience to demonstrate to 
others the obedience to follow Jesus and to give evidence to the believer of the life-sav-
ing faith he/she professed in Jesus. Let’s take a few moments to see some (but not all) 
references in the Bible where new believers were baptized. !
• John the Baptist baptized those who would repent (Mark 1:5).  
• On the day of Pentecost, 3,000 new believers were baptized (Acts 2:41).  
• The Samaritans that believed were baptized (Acts 8:12).  
• Paul was baptized three days after he met Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:18).  
• The Philippian jailer and his household were baptized (Acts 16:33).  
• The Ephesian disciples were baptized (Acts 19:5).  !
• What are some similarities and takeaways we can get from these accounts?  
• Who can be baptized? What is the primary requirement for Water Baptism?  
• What does the profession of faith mean for water baptism for infants and people wanting to be 

baptized again? Note: Be gentle on this one and not combative… !
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Water baptism is a profession of faith in Jesus Christ. Although 
water baptism in itself does not save, it does identify us with Christ: “For in one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body— Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to 
drink of one Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:13 (ESV) When God baptizes you into Christ, you 
become part of the Body of Christ, which is the worldwide family of God. Thus, water 
baptism is not a meaningless ritual or even a mere duty; it is an awesome privilege for 
the child of God.  !
APPLICATION 
Does anyone want to be baptized in your Life Group? Let your folks know the date/time and 
walkthrough how we water baptize at UL. If you have interest, followup with a personal  
conversation later in the week.


