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LESSON PREP 
No book ever published 
has been more influential 
than the Bible. The Bible 
contains the most 
beautiful literature and 
the most perfect moral 
code ever communicated 
to humanity. It was written 
by those in power and 
those who were cast 
aside as nobodies. No 
book in history has been 
translated into more 
languages, and no book 
ever recorded has 
claimed the things found 
in the 66 books of the 
Bible. Christianity rests in 
the declaration that the 
Bible is accurate and 
reliable, and in this study, 
students will discover 
how they can know for 
sure that Scripture is 
accurate. !
PRE LG TEXT 
MESSAGE QUESTIONS 
How do we know the 
Bible is accurate and 
reliable? Get some solid 
answers when the group 
meets this week. !
How accurate do you 
think the Bible is? Share 
your thoughts with the 
group tonight. !
SCRIPTURE 
MEMORIZATION 
2 Timothy  3:16 !
1ON1 FOLLOWUP 
How does the reliability of 
the Scriptures influence 
your life on a day to!
day basis? Tell of a time 
you have used it for guid-
ance? How can it become!
more central to you daily 
decision making?

YOU CAN TRUST THE BIBLE 
2 TIMOTHY 3:10-17

INTRODUCTION 
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Many people say the Bible is the greatest book ever written, yet they 
are only half right. The Bible is a great work, but it is not one book. The Bible is a collection of 
66 different works that include history, prophecy, letters, and poetry. The books were written by 
men who were inspired by the Holy Spirit. The Christian faith rests surely upon the foundation 
of Scripture. Some people believe that the Bible is either full of inaccuracies or is a fictional 
book put together by religious zealots centuries ago. Others say the teachings of the Bible are 
outdated, contradictory, and full of scientific and historical errors. !
1. We find evidence from the biblical manuscripts 
• What’s the oldest book you’ve ever seen? 
• Why are so many people fascinated by antiques, old cars, and other old things? !
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: In the first century, scribes meticulously copied important texts word 
for word. These scribes held great reverence and detail in duplicating these letters to minimize 
even the possibility of the slightest error. Scribes would handwrite 10-20 manuscripts a week, 
and these copies would be distributed to distant regions. We know that these copies are 
accurate because we have been able to recover some through archaeology, and the number of 
manuscripts discovered is unparalleled in ancient literature. The 20th century discovery of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls provides a significant check on the quality of the manuscripts we have of the 
original text—in Hebrew for the Old Testament, and Greek and Aramaic for the New Testament. !
• Why is it important to know without a doubt that the Bible we have today is the same one 

written centuries ago? 
• What do you think it was like for the Holy Spirit to divinely guide the writers of the books that 

would be included in our Bible? !
2. We find evidence in the “internal test” 
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: The second test of the reliability of the Bible involves the Scriptures 
and what they say about themselves. Most of the biblical authors claim that their accounts are 
eyewitness accounts of the events they recorded. In the New Testament, accounts of the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus were written by people who were intimately acquainted with 
him. Their writings reveal their truthfulness and their commitment to communicating the 
integrity of the Jesus narrative. These apostles maintained their testimony through intense 
persecution and even death. Many people will lay their life down for the truth, but no one will 
lay their life down for what they know is false. !
• Would you willingly die for something you know is true? Why or why not? 
• Would you willingly die for something you know is not true? Why or why not? !
3. We find evidence from outside sources 
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Passages in the Bible continually refer to historical events. These 
events are verifiable and their accuracy can be checked by external evidence. There are non-
Christian Roman, Greek, Jewish, and other historical sources that validate the existence of the 
person of Jesus. !
Widely accepted non-Christian historians who validate the existence of Jesus include:  
• Flavious Josephus: The first century Jewish historian made specific references to John the 

Baptist, Jesus Christ, and James in his writings. Josephus gives us many background details 
about the Herods, the Sadducees and Pharisees, the high priests, etc. 

• Mara Bar-Serapion: We can find secular references to Jesus in a letter written a little after 
A.D. 73 by an imprisoned non-Christian Syrian named Mara Bar-Serapion. T 

• Why is it significant that outside sources confirm the accuracy of the Bible? 
• What’s an example from modern-day culture of an outside source confirming something or 

someone’s accuracy? !
APPLICATION 
Based on today’s conversation, how might you specifically answer a friend’s question about the 
accuracy of the Bible? 


